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SPECIAL OLYMPICS WESTERN AUSTRALIA — SOCCER TOURNAMENT 

Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [10.02 pm]: Tonight I want to share with members an event that I 
recently attended. Last Friday, 24 June, I actually had the privilege of opening an event held at the Herb Graham 
Recreation Centre in Mirrabooka. That event was a soccer tournament held by Special Olympics Western 
Australia. For those members who are not aware of Special Olympics, it is an international charitable 
organisation. Special Olympics is not a single event for elite athletes. Participants reach their personal bests 
through regular sport and competition. Special Olympics offers 14 sports across an international program. People 
with an intellectual disability are often ridiculed, misunderstood, isolated or simply ignored. With the 
understanding and support of Special Olympics, people are able to reveal their talents and discover new skills to 
allow them to improve health and fitness, to develop self-confidence and to grow socially. In fact, at the 
moment, the Special Olympics World Summer Games are taking place in Athens. The Special Olympics World 
Summer Games is the largest sporting event in the world this year. One hundred and thirty Australian athletes 
are in Athens right now competing, along with another 7 500 athletes from 185 countries from around the world. 
Australia is participating in 11 sports. Our Lord Mayor, Lisa Scaffidi, sent off the Western Australian contingent 
of the Australian team from the Perth Town Hall. The team went off to Athens very proudly.  

I would just like to share with members the athletes’ oath that Special Olympians use. It dates back to Roman 
gladiator times. They start all their games with the oath, as they did on Friday, which I will tell members about 
shortly. The oath is, “Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt.” I think they are wonderful 
words. Whenever I go to any of the Special Olympics events, which I have done a few times, and I hear the 
athletes reciting that oath, it really warms my heart to see all these wonderful people having a go and competing. 

On Friday I went to an event at the invitation of my very good friend Di Bruce. Di and I met when both our sons 
were playing in the Auskick competition for the Kingsley Cats some years ago. Di is now the state manager of 
Special Olympics in Western Australia and doing a fabulous job of raising the profile of Special Olympics in 
Western Australia. She asked if I would go along and open the event—Special Olympics wanted to have a soccer 
clinic, which was sponsored by Football West and Bupa. Bupa provided 50 volunteers to help run the game that 
day, but it also sent along some massage therapists to give massages to the parents and carers of those who were 
there that day, because we all know what a massive job parents and carers of those with disabilities do. It was 
very nice to have the kids out there running around learning soccer skills, while the parents and carers were 
being treated to a bit of a massage. Congratulations to Bupa for sponsoring that event. They also provided the 
morning tea and lunch that day. 

Di was telling me that when she proposed putting this event together, she was hoping that maybe 50 children 
might decide that they would like to participate. In fact, 125 children put their hands up to participate. It attracted 
students from schools across WA, including Creaney Education Support Centre, Merriwa Education Support 
Centre, Christ Church Grammar School, Westminster Education Support Centre, Holy Rosary School, Burbridge 
School, Durham Road School and South Ballajura Education Support Centre. Students at those schools certainly 
had an appetite to participate in this event. I will quote from Di Bruce’s media release of 23 June — 

The day was received beyond our expectations. The number of schools keen to participate flags the 
need for more events in the future. For a lot of the children, this will be the first time that they 
experience sport and it is crucial that we provide a pathway for them to continue with physical and 
recreational activity. Working with state sporting organisations such as Football West whom have 
embraced inclusion for people with disabilities opens up so many opportunities for so many, with the 
focus on ability rather than disability. 

I think they are great words from Di. 

Walking around that day, I saw that the children were split into six groups. They then moved in 15-minute 
intervals around the Herb Graham Recreation Centre to learn different skills associated with soccer. It was just 
wonderful to see the sheer joy on the kids’ faces as they ran around learning new skills and kicking a soccer ball 
to each other and the look of joy on the parents’ faces as they watched their children participate. 

I spoke to a number of the mums and a couple of the dads about this, and they said it is very difficult for 
children, especially those with intellectual disabilities, to have the opportunity to participate in these things. They 
do not get to go on outings very often. In fact, when I spoke with the people from the Creaney Education Support 
Centre, which is in Kingsley electorate—Andrea Mitchell, the member for Kingsley, is on the board of Special 
Olympics and a huge supporter of what it is doing—they said the whole school was there because they did not 
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get the opportunity to do anything at all. They were very grateful for the opportunity to go there and participate 
and to make new friends. I was delighted to go along. 

About a year ago I attended an event in Forrest Place when the athletes were going off to one of their games. I 
am really thrilled that I get the opportunity to support Special Olympics in Western Australia. It is doing a 
fabulous job. I think a herogram should go out to all those athletes in Athens at the moment who are competing 
on behalf of their country. I do not think anyone could be prouder of anything in their life than representing their 
country in any sporting activity or any activity at all. To all those people who put in so much effort and hard 
work with the Special Olympics movement around Australia, I say congratulations and I promise that as long as 
I am a member of Parliament I will certainly be a very strong and keen advocate for everything that can be done 
and any support that we can give to these organisations. 
 


